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Towards Reconstructed Credentialism and Professional Mobility
—Sketch for knowledge society where recurrent career development is possible

Fujio Ohmorf
* Research Center for Higher Education, Kumamoto University

Most Japanese people perceive that their society is obsesseedantialismand have no
doubt on the prevailing discourse of anti-credentialism. However, their perception turns out
to have no factual basis in international comparative data on participation in graduate edu-
cation, which indicates the smaller size of population with graduate degrees in Japan than in
other developed countries. The anti-credentialism discourse is harmful to Japan’s adaptation
to the globaknowledge societwhere intellectual professionals with graduate degrees have
a key role to play. The value of graduate degrees and thatpicit knowledgeepresented
by those degrees is small in Japan because employment mobility is low in the Japanese pro-
fessional labor market. This paper presentstiobility-visibility linkage hypothesihat the
mobility of professionals and the perceived economic value of explicit (visible) knowledge
correlate to each other. In the era of globalization, Japanese society should aim to become
a knowledge society where reconstructed credentialism and professional mobility enable re-
current career development.

Keywords : Knowledge Society, Employment Mobility, Credentialism, Explicit Knowledge,
Mobility-Visibility Linkage Hypothesis
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