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Comparing the research for trends of English proficiencies using Item Re-
sponse Theory

Ryuichi Kumagai

* Institute of Undergraduate Programs and Courses, Niigata University

In this paper, we examined three researches which are Saida (2005), Yoshimura (2005)
and Kumagai (2007) to discuss for trends of English proficiencies of high school students or
students preparing for university examinations. These researches conducted equating, using
item response theory.

We discussed about trends of English Proficiencies. Among three researches, we have seen
agreement and disagreement. Any research showed that there was a part where an English
proficiency had decreased. However, the degrees of the decrease were different.
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