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Is the Teacher Evaluation System throwing schools and teachers into com-
plete confusion in Japan?

—An essay on the Sociology of Educational Reform

Yuko Morotda

* University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Education

According to the research about the Teacher Evaluation System in Japan, teachers opinions
(both agreement and disagreement) are divided by their status in their school and their
serving in school form. A view that Educational Reforms throw the schools and teachers into
confusion, in other words, the dichotomy between vicious reforms and good teachers keeps
us from understanding of them adequately. The view would lead to the fruitless disputes. For
meaningful controversy, this paper suggests the changing of the viewpoint. It is important
to think educational reform as educational policy, that is, the issue about the distribution of
resources.

Keywords : Teacher Evaluation System, Educational Reform, Educational Policy, Distribution of Re-
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