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University Entrance Examination System Expands Academic Divides
—The Origin of Open-door Admissions System in Japan

Takuya Kimurd

* Institute of Economic Research, Kyoto University

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the origin of Open-door Admissions system
in Japan. In the report of the Central Council for Education in 1971, it was believed to
get proved “Comprehensive and Multi-dimensional Evaluation” was valid as University En-
trance Examination. In it's interim report, the Central Council for Education concluded the
follow-up research by National Institute for Education and Educational Test Research In-
stitute proved “Comprehensive and Multi-dimensional Evaluation” to be the valid selection
method in predicting good Grade Point Average after entering university. However, the proof
is statistically simple mistake (Kimura2007a). As a result, we tend to misunderstand that
academic achievement test in University Entrance Examination do not have little relation-
ship with Grade Point Average after entering university. After that, the University Entrance
Examination based on non-academic achievements, for example the admission based on rec-
ommendation and Admissions Office Examination rapidly expanded.

If we could not correctly recognize this mismeasurement of academic achievement, the
number of university students who cannot reach at even low basic competence level would
have been increasing more and more. And University Entrance Examination System would
have been expanding academic divides. In order to stop such a situation, we must change
University Entrance examination system appropriately.

Keywords : University Entrance Examination System, Admission based on Recommendation, Admis-
sion Office Examination, 1971 Report
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