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Pandemic and Creativity
—Transdisciplinary Studies on Challenging to Anti-Knowledge

Masatoshi Murase*, Tomoko Murase**

* Faculty of Yukawa Institute for Theoretical Physics, Kyoto University
** Faculty of Department of Nursing, Japanese Red Cross Toyota College of Nursing

We have often asked the following questions to ourselves: What is creativity? How can we
understand creativity? Why are we interested in creativity? Indeed, these questions are so
familiar to most of us, but we have often ignored the inverse questions: What is destruction?
How can we understand destruction? Why are not we interested in destruction?

The coronavirus pandemic was declared on March 11, 2020, by the World Health
Organization. Due to this pandemic, social disparities have been revealed in the form of a
higher risk of death for people of low-socioeconomic status and there have been massive
destruction not only of economy, education system and medical system, but also of
globalization itself. Ironically, extensive efforts to ‘solve’ these challenges have often led to
the emergence of additional problems because of the chain of hidden causation. How can we
understand such emerging challenges?

It is now time to remind the complementarity principle: that is, the oppositions are not
considered to be mutually exclusive with each other, but they are merely different aspects of
the same wholeness. Pandemic is relating to the system-wide disruption of our world. It is
itself the emergent phenomena which is relating to creativity, and also it leads to so many
different kinds of creative problem solving. Depending on the aspects on which we are
focusing, opposed phenomena have emerged. The present paper studies such emergent
challenges from a point of view of the self-nonself circulation theory by Murase (2000)
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The significant problems we have
cannot be solved at the same
level of thinking with which we
created them.

Albert Einstein

(from J. Oschman “Energy Medicine in
Therapeutics and Human Performance” 2004)
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