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Relaxed Education and the Decline of Science and Technology in
Japan
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In recent years, the thinking and decision-making abilities of Japan's young and
mid-career workers have shown themselves to be lacking in scientific evidence. This can be
seen not only among Japan's leaders in various fields, but also among more advanced
engineers and researchers. The White Paper on Science and Technology by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) points out that Japan's
research and development capabilities are declining, and this is supported by data such as
the number of Nobel laureates in the natural sciences, the number of international
publications, the number of papers cited, and the number of patent applications. In this
paper, | would like to argue that the decline in Japan's science and mathematics ability,
which can be said to be the cause of the decline, can be attributed to the so-called "relaxed
education” course of study that began in 1980.
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