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Improving Academic Achievement and Reducing Disparities:
An Empirical Analysis Using SES Data for Osaka City
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This study analyses the impact of the socio-economic status (SES) of families on the
academic performance of students in Osaka City. For academic performance, the results of
the National Survey of Academic Performance and Learning Status by MEXT will be used.
The results show a high correlation coefficient between the school SES index and academic
achievement. Next, it was confirmed that the average academic achievement in Osaka City
improved as a result of the city-wide implementation of educational measures, which
involved improving classroom teaching. The socio-economic background of the schools
was divided into four levels according to the school SES index, and how academic
performance changed in schools with a low SES index was also analyzed. It was found that
academic achievement improved at all levels from pre- to post-implementation of the
measures. In particular, even when the measures were targeted further than Level 1 and
limited to the 20 primary schools and 10 junior high schools with the lowest SES, an
improvement in academic performance was observed. These findings indicate that Osaka
City's measures to improve academic achievement through improved teaching are effective
in reducing educational disparities based on differences in socio-economic status.
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