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The Trap of the Postwar Student Guidance System in
Compulsory Education: Creating a System for Team Schools to
Prevent ""Disorder™
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In postwar Japan, school education was based on reflection on the prewar nationalistic
education, and democratic education that valued children's independence rather than
top-down education was sought. In particular, student council activities became a pillar of
academia and the education movement as one of the core elements of creating Japanese
democracy. However, starting in the 1970s, schools faced problems such as school violence
and bullying, and in the early 1980s, a comparative education study made a shocking
announcement in the Diet that school violence in Japan was the third worst in the world.
However, there was a big difference between Japan and the rest of the world in terms of
disciplinary guidance, which was a response to the violence problem. In Japan, overcoming
violence through student council activities became a central issue, mainly as a
methodological response of academia and the education movement. There, against the
backdrop of political conflict between education policy and the education movement,
organizational responses including management were difficult, and team schools were
difficult. Military-like images of disciplinary guidance also tended to be avoided. However,
in order to overcome school violence in the future, it is desirable to create rules that
guarantee a school team that is common sense even by international standards. The "School
Safety Rules,” which Osaka City has institutionalized in difficult circumstances, are a
pioneer in this area, and it is essential to create a responsible, nationwide system for a new
era.
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