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Enhancing Global Education through Graduate Students’
Experiences of Presenting at International Conferences:

With Consideration of the Importance of Pre- and Post-Program
Activities

Masumi Terasawa*

* Doctoral Education Consortium, Nagoya University

Presenting research at international conferences at an early stage is crucial for young
researchers, not only for enhancing research competence but also for fostering global talent.
An analysis of reports submitted by doctoral students after their participation in
international conferences revealed that such experiences contribute to the development of
international perspectives and to building career paths for global engagement. Importantly,
the act of presenting itself creates opportunities to attract the interest of other researchers,
facilitating smoother academic communication and collaboration. By presenting their own
strengths in research, students are often able to overcome a lack of confidence in English
through passion and determination to share their work. Moreover, interacting with
researchers from diverse academic and cultural backgrounds enables students to broaden
their perspectives, adopt more multifaceted ways of thinking, and expand their personal
values. To maximize these benefits, universities should provide continuous support before
and after conference participation, including programs that enhance motivation to
communicate in the global stage and interest to acquire various points of view, presentation
skills, and English proficiency. It is also essential that national and institutional policies
ensure that motivated students are not discouraged from pursuing international
opportunities due to financial barriers or limited confidence in their language abilities.
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