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This article aims to see the lessons obtained from the rise and fall of the Proficiency-based
Admission Standards System (PASS) in Oregon. Started to be developed in 1994, and began its
trial operation in 1999, PASS judges whether the students are well prepared for entering
universities. It is unique of PASS to focus on the promotion of student's proficiency before
entering universities, and on the authentic assessment of proficiency.

PASS was not successfully implemented; we must say so when we look at its side as an
admission measures that its management was not easy. However, there are some remarkable
contributions to the challenging situation of real education in Oregon; we can say so when we
view PASS as a guideline or a gauge that supports the standard based learning movement with a
focus on proficiency.

While providing with a glance at what PASS looks like, the article will point out some
constructive movements or symptoms that PASS had brought to Oregon; such movements that
could lead the education for young people to be much more proficiency based, K-16 articulated,
authentically assessed, and rich in cooperation between school systems.
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