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Measurement for Student Learning Outcome:
Possibility and Challenge of Student Survey in Japan

Reiko Yamada *

* Department of Education and Culture, Douhisha University

Teaching and learning issues have been widely discussed in Japanese higher education
institutions recently. Special theme of Journal of Quality Education 2009 focuses on the
topic such as “College Education from the viewpoint of Student Survey”. However, so far
in Japanese higher education circle, the theoretical issues of student survey, including how
can student survey function as the assessment tool for learning outcome and what kind of
challenges does student survey face. In order to develop the assessment research, | and
my research group have been developing JCIRP (Japanese Cooperative Institutional
Research Program) consisted of JFS(Japanese Freshman Survey), JCSS(Japanese College
Student Survey) and JIJCSS(Japanese Junior College Student Survey) and inventing
methods for analyzing assessment for learning outcome, college environment and so on.
After over viewing our research output and theoretical issues of student survey, this paper
will examine the challenges which our research must solve and show future research
direction.

Keywords : Learning Outcome, Measurement, Student Survey, College Impact, Direct Assessment,
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6 Astin, Alexandar.W. 1993. Assessment for Excellence: The Philosophy and
Practice of Assessment and Evaluation in Higher Education, Phenix, Arizona:
ORYX Press. 18 HOXAZH L, EHENBR LI,

7 Astin, Alexandar.W. 1993. Assessment for Excellence: The Philosophy and

Practice of Assessment and Evaluation in Higher Education, Phenix, Arizona:
ORYX Press.45 HOERZZM L1,
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