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College Educational Environment and Acquisition of Knowledge
and Skills:
The Evidence from Student Survey

Kazuhisa Furuta "

* Center for Faculty Development, Doshisha University

Recent reforms of higher education are increasingly required to develop student’s various
knowledge and skills. This paper examined the relationship between student background,
educational environment and acquisition of knowledge and skills by college student. We
applied multiple correspondence analysis to the data from Japanese College Student Survey
conducted in 2007 (JCSS2007) and confirmed the objective conditions of student
background, educational environment, student activity and subjective measure of their
acquired knowledge and skills. Main findings are follows: First, the extent of student
acquisition after entering to college differs by the type of knowledge and skills. For
example, many students agree that their ‘General knowledge’ and ‘Knowledge of a
particular field or discipline’ are increased compared with they entered the college. But the
rate of students who acquired ‘Mathematical skills’ or ‘Foreign language ability” are not so
much. Second, the longer students spend their time on a study and research outside the
class, the better they got academic achievement. Third, type of acquired knowledge and
skills differ by field of study to which students belong. Self-assessment of students
majoring humanities or social science (except economics) are better than that of students
majoring engineering. These results indicate that experiences in college make differences to
student’s development.
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