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Changes in Attitudes Toward Teaching English on the Part of
University Students Studying to be Elementary School Teachers:
The Effect of a Relevant Teaching Methods Course

Nagako Matsumiya
* Department of Economics, Hiroshima University of Economics

This paper aims to investigate the effect on university students (who hope to become
elementary school teachers) of a course on how to teach English in elementary schools.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology announced that
English education will become a compulsory subject in 5th and 6th grade as of the
academic year 2011. Since English hasn’t been taught in elementary schools in Japan for
many decades, most elementary school teachers have almost no experience teaching the
language, and have little knowledge of English or how to teach it. Because of this, it is
considered an urgent need to train teachers in preparation for the 2011 implementation. It
is also important to train future-teachers who are studying at universities to become
elementary school teachers. This paper focuses on some such students who are majoring
in elementary school education and who have taken a semester-long course on how to teach
English in elementary school. The change in their attitude toward teaching English is
measured by a questionnaire, and how they’ve changed their ideas and issues that remain
are discussed in this paper.

Keywords : English Education at Elementary Schools, Teacher Training Course at University,
University Students
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