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How does the Satisfaction with University Life change? : An
analysis through Item Response Theory and Interruptive
Structural Modeling

Takuya Kimura "

* Admission Center, Nagasaki University

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the structure of the satisfaction with university
life. We use the methodology of educational measurement, in this study.

Firstly, through equating by item response theory (IRT), we found there are the
difference of latent trait values between freshman and sophomore. Moreover, the latent trait
value of sophomore’s satisfaction with university life is lower than freshman’s one. But D
university, in which is the most famous university in the field of first-year experience
program at university and college and university reform in Japan, don’t have tendency for
the latent trait value of sophomore’s satisfaction with university life to fall.

Secondly, through interruptive structural modeling (ISM), we focused on D university
and F university. F university have tendency for the latent trait value of sophomore’s
satisfaction with university life to fall. This is because students in F university are not
satisfied with interaction between students and general education. F university could not
prepare for the chance of the interaction between students and the interesting general
education.
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