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Can we measure ‘Okinawan ldentity’?:
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The present study was concerned with the structure and the related variables of
Okinawan Identity which was tentatively defined as evaluation of Okinawa and association
of oneself with Okinawa. We conducted a questionnaire survey for undergraduate students
(n=205) in Okinawa. Survey items included subjects’ demographic variables, evaluation of
historical events, self-assessment, frequency in the use of a dialect, foods, customs,
Okinawan Identity, etc. Factor analysis was conducted on Okinawan ldentity, and produced
three factors: attachment and pride in Okinawa (main part of Identity), special
characteristics of Okinawa, and inferiority complex. Regression analysis showed that foods
customs and self-assessment (social desirability) were related to attachment and pride in
Okinawa. These results were discussed with regard to ethnicity studies, and possibility of a
aeneralization was suaaested.
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