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Current Situation and Problems of Elementary School English
Education in Japan

Masao Nakabayashi *

* Senri Kinran University

After the World War 11, English education in high schools became compulsory. Since
April in 2011, English activity in elementary schools from 5 to 6 grades has become
compulsory. This purpose is to make pupils learn to listen to and speak English and
eventually to foster their communication ability. This paper is concentrated on the current
situations of English education in elementary school. Finally, I will reveal some
conclusions and proposals to “How to teach English.”
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