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Improving English Presentation Skills for Medical Students

Eiko Kawagoe
Kobe College

The number of Japanese Nobel laureates in physiology or medicine is very small, and the
percentage of published research by Japanese in first class medical journals is very low. The
number of Japanese medical doctors who are recognized world-wide is very few, though we
have many talented doctors in Japan. We need doctors with a high level of medical English
who can present papers in English and see foreign patients in English as Japan has started to
encourage ‘medical tourism’ and certification from ‘joint commission international. ’
Therefore, medical students need sufficient medical English education.

According to my nationwide questionnaire, making presentations in English is not taught
well in medical schools in Japan and there are few books available for improving English
presentation skills especially for medical students. To improve this situation, | have
published a book and started a new way of learning. Each unit of this book has a medical
topic, such as ‘organ transplant, > ‘iPS cells’ and ‘order made medicine’ followed by
vocabulary interpretation and tips for a presentation and for debate.

In my class the process is as follows. 1)The students read text on each topic in the
book. 2)Then write a passage on the topic and memorize the passage as homework. 3) Then
make a three-minute presentation in the next class, followed by other students’ evaluations.
4)All the students discuss the topic in four-member groups. Thus, the students can practice
presenting and discussing in English with the book. They evaluate this kind of class very
highly. I will suggest this way of teaching English to medical schools in Japan, as English
presentation practice for medical students is very vital for the future of Japan.
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SCELRLAAE R B | The Official Website of the Nobel Prize & ¥ {ER%

JIE A

wEE | {LF RBEF | XF | ¥ | &6
fir E
1 | 7AUA 86 65 97 52 10 25 335
2 | AFU=R 22 26 30 8 11 12 109
3 RA 24 28 16 1 8 4 81
4 | 7502 13 8 10 1 15 9 56
5 | Av=—F v 4 4 8 2 8 5 31
6 | AA R 3 6 6 - 2 10 27
7 | w7 11 1 2 1 3 2 20
8 | AR 6 7 2 - 2 1 18
9 | ATFH 9 3 2 1 - 1 16
10 |44V 7 3 1 3 - 6 1 14
11 | Fr~=—2 3 1 5 - 3 1 13
12 | FH 3 4 2 1 1 2 12
13 | A—ARUT 3 1 4 - 1 2 11
14 | ~¥— 1 1 4 - 1 4 11
14 | A AT - 4 - 2 1 3 10
16 | v e— - 1 - 3 3 2 9
17 | M7 7 0% - - 1 - 2 4 7
17 | A—A 7V 7T - - 6 - 1 - 7
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(FEHERRFIXERE 2004)

IP HERS EENTRE EEE DS RN
34.833 N Engl J Med 9 2411 0.37%
30. 979 Nature 98 7879 1.2%

29. 162 Science 78 4125 1.9%
21. 455 JAMA 1 4435 0.02%
18. 316 Lancet 45 8605 0.52%
12.427 Ann Intern Med 8 1041 0.76%
7.209 BMJ 1 4739 0.02%

# 3 British Medical Journal DR

(PERERRFXERE 2004)

2000 4 | 20004E | 19994 | 19994 | 19984 | 19984

Btk | SRR | &R | B | BRI | B
AXY A 3517 15% 3583 16% 3182 18%
TAYH 290 16% 282 16% 180 18%
FT K 187 10% 185 6% 183 8%
F—=A LT VT 186 9% 165 12% 144 17%
HFE 129 14% 86 19% 65 14%
7T A 127 2% 101 8%% 107 4%
A5V T 115 3% 100 3% 84 2%
RA 114 10% 103 8% 97 7%
AR 84 5% 69 4% 58 7%
H A 46 2% 46 0% 47 6%
2k (FXTOE) 5751 12% 5603 14% 4976 15%
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®5 [EERANFERFEERE~Y - TA4V— - 3I0) 25D

Aging Society

Introduction | WHO: Japan’s Life expectancy longest at 83 years

1 Group to help foster specialists in family medicine

Medical Globalization

2 CHARTING JAPAN'S COURSE--Cultivating new markets/ Medical tourism a

tonic for ailing national economy?

3 CT, MRI work outsourced to China

4 High language barrier for nurses

Advanced Medicine

5 Todai team uses genes to choose best cancer drugs

6 Kyoto Univ. opens iPS cells research center

Mental Diseases

7 Univ. students help kids overcome disorders

8 Too many drugs in treatment of depression
Medical Policy

9 Despite law, child heads overseas for transplant
10 Govt warns supplement may cause hypoglycemia
11 Fewer smoking, but lung cancer still on rise

12 Local govts award prizes for health

Alternative Medicine

13 Surgery and scents prove a heady mix

14 Mother Nature's healing touch / Simply spending time in the wild may help

physical, mental ailments
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