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Moral Education Policy “With the Aim of the Completion of
Character” in Setagaya Ward

Masabumi Wakaida*

* Tokyo University of Agriculture NODAI Research Institute

Setagaya Ward is a district in Tokyo with a population of about 870,000. This is a
practical report on the moral education policy that the Setagaya Ward board of education
has been promoting. This policy is called “With the aim of the completion of character”; its
main characteristics are as follows. The board of education designated a virtue for each
month, common to all elementary schools and middle schools in the ward. The children in
the schools are making the efforts to look back on their actions in relation to these virtues,
keeping them in mind and reflecting them in their actions. The virtues for each month are
as follows: “greetings” in April, “sympathy” in May, “responsibility” in June, “conscience”
in July, “courage” in September, “public spirit” in October, “fairness” in November,
“appreciation” in January, and “tenacity” in February. The board of education is edifying
all teachers and staffs, parents, and local residents about this policy in order to spread it
across the whole of Setagaya Ward.
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